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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Trowbridge  Urban 

T)istrict  Council, 

Gentlemen, — 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  seventh  Report  as 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  In  preparing  my  report  I  have 
followed  as  closely  as  possible  the  recommendations  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  on  this  subject,  hence  the  arrangement  of  the 
Report  differs  somewhat  from  that  of  previous  years. 

The  population  as  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1908  is  11,162. 
This  is  I  think  below  the  fact  as  the  reduction  found  at  the  last 
census  has  probably  not  been  maintained.  The  chief  industries 
in  which  the  population  are  engaged  are  cloth  weaving,  engineering, 
bacon  curing,  mattress  making,  brewing.  There  is  no  evidence 
of  any  directly  deleterious  effect  of  these  on  the  health  of  those 
engaged.  There  is  a  considerable  amount  of  female  labour  in  the 

HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  condition  of  the  housing  of  the  working  classes  must 
have  very  materially  improved  within  the  last  generation.  Formerly 
the  area  of  the  town  was  contracted,  and  a  considerable  part  of 
the  population  dwelt  in  the  courts  and  passages  of  the  older  town  ; 
but  there  has  been  considerable  extension  of  much  better  class 
accommodation  in  the  Newtown  district,  where  the  conditions  as 
regards  air-space  and  adjacent  land  are  much  more  satisfactory. 
The  older  areas  to  which  I  have  referred  are  falling  more  and  more 
out  of  occupation ;  but  they  require  considerable  supervision. 
They  present  a  double  problem  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  conforming 
them  to  modern  ideas  of  sanitation,  and  owing  to  the  character 
of  some  of  the  inhabitants  whose  views  in  such  matters  remain 
primitive.  But  careful  and  systematic  inspections  of  some  of 
these  areas  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  by  your  Inspector 
and  myself,  and  an  endeavour  is  being  made  to  effect  what  improve¬ 
ment  is  possible. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  district  is  served  by  the  Trowbridge  Water  Company. 
The  source  of  supply  is  from  the  springs  of  the  River  Biss,  at  Upton 
Scudamore,  and  from  a  deep  well  on  the  adjacent  gathering  ground. 
The  former  supply  is  from  the  chalk,  the  latter  from  the  lower 
greensand.  In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  dealt  fully  with  the 
source  of  supply,  as  during  a  slight  outbreak  of  enteric  fever  the 
water  had  been  bacteriologically  examined,  and  the  presence  of 
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the  bacillus  coli  reported.  There  was  naturally  some  sense  of 
uneasiness  arising  from  this,  and  correspondence  with  the  Water 
Company  ensued,  which  is  contained  in  my  last  Eeport ;  this 
correspondence  was  continued,  and  the  following  copy  of  a  report 
from  Professor  Sims  Woodhead,  the  Sanitary  Adviser  of  the 
Company,  was  submitted  to  you.  It  will  be  seen  that  Professor 
Woodhead’s  opinion  is  that  the  contamination  was  temporary,  and 
not  derived  from  sewage. 

Pathological  Laboratory, 

New  Medical  Schools, 

Cambridge. 

26  February,  1908. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Directors  of  the  Trowbridge  Water  Company. 
Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  your  request  I  have  made  a  careful  analysis  of  the  results 
obtained  during  the  last  three  months  from  the  various  bacteriological  examinations 
of  the  Trowbridge  Water.  These  examinations  have  all  been  conducted  with  the 
object  of  determining  whether  there  is,  or  has  been,  any  possibility  of  surface  con¬ 
tamination  of  the  sources  of  supply  of  water,  as  supplied  from  bib  taps  to  the 
consumer. 

I  may  state  at  the  outset  that  on  each  occasion  during  1907  on  which  I  examined 
the  water  from  bib  taps  I  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  it  was  of  good  bacteriological 
quality.  On  no  occasion  was  any  “  coliform  ”  bacillus  found,  and  any  organisms 
present,  were  water  organisms. 

On  the  29th  November,  1907,  I  received  a  sample  of  water  (from  the  Reservoir) 
collected  by  Mr.  Knowles.  This  sample  was  not  so  satisfactory  as  any  of  those 
that  had  been  taken  from  the  bib  taps.  It  contained  a  higher  number  of  organisms 
than  usual,  and  in  10  c.c.  I  found  7  “  coliform”  organisms.  On  testing  these 
organisms  on  various  media  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  were  from  som« 
source  other  than  any  from  which  the  water  usually  came,  but  I  also  formed  the 
opinion  that  they  were  not  derived  from  any  sewage  contamination,  and  certainly 
could,  in  nowise  have  any  causal  relation  to  the  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  that  had 
occurred  in  the  Town. 

In  order  to  investigate  the  question  more  thoroughly  I  accompanied  the  Chair¬ 
man  and  Manager  of  the  Company  to  Trowbridge,  and  there  went  carefully  over 
the  collecting  grounds  and  other  works  of  the  Company  (taking  samples  of  water 
from  various  points). 

Dealing  first  with  the  reservoir  we  were  agreed  that  if  surface  relations  had 
been  established  at  any  point  it  would  probably  be  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of  the  reservoir  itself,  and  certain  suggestions  were  made  as  to  diverting  a  path, 
fencing  in,  etc. 

The  sample  (1)  taken  from  the  reservoir  for  bacteriological  examination  was 
found  to  be  almost  equal,  in  many  ways,  to  those  collected  from  time  to  time  in 
the  town.  It  contained  a  smaller  number  of  “  coliform  ”  organisms  than  were 
present  at  the  previous  examination,  the  figures  now  being  only  1  in  100  c.c.  The 
small  number  of  other  organisms  present  were  water  organisms. 

A  sample  (2)  of  water  was  taken  at  the  source  ;  not  a  single  “  coliform  ” 
organism  was  found  and  the  number  of  ordinary  water  organisms  present  was  very 
low. 

A  further  sample  (3)  was  taken  from  the  collecting  tank  and  was  found  to  be 
almost  identical  in  bacteriological  character  with  that  of  the  source. 

I  concluded  from  these  satisfactory  results  that  within  a  very  short  time  the 
whole  of  the  “  coliform  ”  bacilli  would  have  disappeared  and  that  none  of  them 
would  probably  ever  reach  the  consumer. 

This  has  been  borne  out  by  the  last  examination  on  the  14th  inst.,  when  two 
samples  taken  from  different  bib  taps  in  Trowbridge  both  proved  to  be  of  high 
bacteriological  quality,  not  a  single  “coliform”  organism  was  present,  and  the 
number  of  water  organisms  was  very  low  indeed — 11  per  c.c.  ;  of  these  only  12% 
liquified  the  gelatin. 

Bacteriologically  this  water  is  of  a  high  standard  of  purity,  a  standard  which 
should  be  maintained. 

G.  SIMS  WOODHEAD,  M.A.,  M.D., 
Professor  of  Pathology,  Cambridge  University. 

There  has  not  been  during  the  year  any  illness  casting  suspicion 
on  the  water  supply,  but  there  has  been  some  element  of  uncertainty 
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owing  to  former  suspicion.  Also  in  July  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  drew  my  attention  to  the  unfavourable  result 
of  an  analysis  he  had  made.  This  analysis  showed : — 

Chlorine,  1.45  parts  per  100,000 

Free  Ammonia  .0022  parts  per  100,000 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .0195  parts  per  100,000 

On  this  I  reported  to  you  as  follows  on  August  27th.  “The 
County  Medical  Officer  drew  my  attention  to  an  analysis  of  water 
taken  in  his  office  on  July  23rd.  This  showed  an  increase  of 
albuminoid  ammonia  from  *002  to  •0195  parts  per  100,000.  I 
pointed  out  to  the  sanitary  Committee  that  this  indicated  organic 
pollution,  but  also  explained  that  owing  to  the  works  proceeding 
in  the  town,  and  the  frequent  fracture  of  service  pipes  and  mains, 
I  did  not  consider  that  present  conditions  were  normal,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  decide  whether  contamination  was  due  to  these  works, 
or  occurred  at  the  source.  I  therefore  advised  the  Committee  that 
regular  samples  of  water  should  be  taken  for  analysis  as  it  enters 
the  town,  and  I  was  asked  to  forward  such  samples  to  Professor 
Kent.” 

Three  such  analyses  have  been  made,  and  I  append  the 

results  of  these,  which  I  am  glad  to  say  are  favourably  reported  on. 

COPIES  OF  REPORTS  UPON  ANALYSES  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  SAMPLES 
OF  WATER  SUBMITTED  TO  BRISTOL  COLLEGE. 


Sample  of  Town 
Water  from  Tim- 
brell  Cotts.,  21st 
August,  1908. 

Sample  of  Town 
Water  from  Tim- 
brell  Cotts.,  22nd 
September,  1908. 

Sample  of  Town 
Water  from  Tim- 
brell  Cotts.,  30th 
December,  1908. 

Appearance 

Bright  and  clear 

Bright  and  clear 

Bright  and  clear 

Colour 

Light  grey 

Light  grey 

Light  grey 

Odour 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Taste 

Normal 

Normal 

Normal 

Total  Solid  Matter 

22’ 60  grains  per 

26*00  grains  per 

24*00  grains  per 

gallon 

gallon 

gallon 

Hardness  (Total)  ... 

19' 8  degrees 

21*8  degrees 

19*9  degrees 

do  (Permanent) 

4*6  degrees 

6*9  degrees 

4*8  degrees 

do  (Temporary) 

16’3  degrees 

16*9  degrees 

16*1  degrees 

Chlorine 

0*90  grains  per 

0*86  grains  per 

1*06  grains  per 

gallon 

gallon 

gallon 

Equal  to  Salt 

1*48  grains  per 

1*40  grains  per 

1*73  grains  per 

gallon 

gallon 

gallon 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

0*086  grains  per 

0*16  grains  per 

0*07  grains  per 

gallon 

gallon 

gallon 

Ammonia  Free  or 

Saline 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ammon.  Albuminoid 

0*010  parts  per 

0*02  parts  per 

0*025  parts  per 

million 

million 

million 

Oxygen  consumed  in 

0*211  parts  per 

0*27  parts  per 

0*067  parts  per 

4  hours  (T  27  c) 

million 

million 

million 

An  excellent  sam- 

An  excellent  sam- 

A  very  good  sample 

pie  of  water  of 

pie  of  water  of 

of  water 

high  organic 

high  organic 

purity 

purity 

I  hope  that  this  difficulty  which  has  been  the  cause  of  much 
anxiety  may  now  be  considered  to  be  at  an  end. 

Two  wells  in  the  district  have  been  closed  during  the  year. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

Milk  sold  in  the  district  is  usually  supplied  direct  from  the 
farms  to  the  retailers.  Little  is  stored  in  shops.  The  milk  is  as 
a  rule  of  good  quality.  There  are  on  the  register  24  Cowsheds. 
Special  reports  on  the  conditions  of  the  Cowsheds  were  presented 
in  1905,  and  as  a  result  considerable  alterations  were  carried  out 
to  remedy  defects.  Since  then  constant  supervision  has  been 
exercised  and  there  is  much  improvement  on  the  conditions  which 
prevailed  some  years  ago.  Not  all  occupiers  have  the  same  views 
as  to  what  is  required,  and  they  do  not  all  equally  welcome  the 
visits  of  inspection,  but  while  the  conditions  are  not  yet  ideal,  the 
greater  care  which  is  now  exercised  is  in  some  instances  very 
gratifying.  The  main  complaint  I  have  to  make  is  of  the  accu¬ 
mulation  of  manure  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  milking  sheds, 
some  occupiers  daily  remove  this  to  a  distance,  an  example  which 
might  well  be  followed  by  the  others. 

No  unsound  food  has  been  found  exposed  for  sale,  neither  has 
such  been  discovered  in  visits  of  inspection  to  the  Slaughterhouses. 
There  are  12  slaughterhouses  on  the  register,  and  the  condition 
of  these  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

I  am  indebted  to  your  Surveyor  for  the  following  report : — 

TROWBRIDGE  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

During  the  past  year  these  Works  have  been  used  to  deal 
with  the  sewage  of  the  northern  portion  of  the  town  only  ;  the 
other  portions  have  not  yet  been  taken  out  of  the  river,  pending 
the  installation  of  new  sludge  pumps.  These  pumps  are  now 
being  fixed,  and  other  alterations  carried  out,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  Works  will  shortly  be  in  full  working  order. 

The  whole  of  the  town  is  now  efficiently  sewered.  A  new 
surface  water  scheme  has  been  carried  out  during  the  past  year 
dealing  with  the  surface  water  and  road  detritus  separately  from 
the  foul  sewage. 

HOUSE  REFUSE. 

This  is  removed  by  the  Council  in  the  business  part  of  the 
town  daily,  in  the  outlying  portions  twice  weekly.  The  refuse 
is  tipped  on  ground  at  Southwick. 

NUISANCES. 

A  large  number  of  nuisances  of  varied  character  have  been 
dealt  with  during  the  year.  Details  of  these  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix  to  this  report  furnished  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE. 

Situated  in  Shail’s  Lane.  This  is  licensed  for  48  inmates. 
It  receives  frequent  visits  from  your  Inspector,  and  I  have  visited 
it  from  time  to  time.  We  have  found  it  on  the  whole  well  conducted, 
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and  well  kept  considering  that  the  premises  are  old.  I  have  recom¬ 
mended  the  adoption  of  the  Common  Lodging  House  extensions  of 
the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

I  have  also  recommended  the  adoption  of  section  51,  which 
deals  with  offensive  trades,  with  the  special  object  of  considering 
the  business  of  ragpicking,  which  is  largely  carried  on,  and  is 
sometimes  conducted  in  dwellinghouses. 

Sundry  other  provisions  of  this  Act  on  Sanitary  requirements 
and  infectious  diseases  have  also  been  recommended. 

SCHOOLS. 

Special  investigation  has  been  made  during  the  year  into  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  Public  Elementary  vSchools.  These  have 
been  found  in  some  cases  to  be  far  from  satisfactory  especially  as 
regards  sufficiency  of  w.c.  and  urinal  accommodation.  The  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  School  Managers  has  been  called  to  the  defects  and  to 
the  necessity  of  improvement.  At  the  Parochial  Schools  the 
necessary  work  has  been  promptly  carried  out,  and  the  resulting 
alterations  are  eminently  satisfactory.  At  the  Adcroft  and  Trinity 
Schools  the  alterations  have  not  yet  been  effected,  but  I  understand 
that  the  plans  are  awaiting  sanction,  and  hope  that  the  work  may 
not  be  long  delayed. 

During  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  frequent  visits  are 
paid  by  me  to  the  Schools,  with  the  object  of  discovering  any 
unobserved  cases. 

There  has  been  no  closure  of  Schools  during  the  year  for 
infectious  disease. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  is  in  force  in  the 
district.  Where  there  is  any  doubt  as  to  the  possibility  of  isolation 
at  home  cases  of  infectious  disease  are  removed  whenever  possible 
to  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital.  Not  much  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  as  regards  this,  though  of  course  there  are  parents 
who  require  no  little  persuasion.  What  difficulty  there  is  will 
diminish  as  the  advantages  of  the  Hospital  are  realised,  for  with 
its  equipment  and  the  nursing  advantages  offered,  most  of  the 
children  have  the  prospect  of  a  speedier  convalescense  and  a  more 
complete  recovery  than  would  be  the  case  in  their  own  houses. 

All  cases  of  notifiable  disease  are  fully  reported  on  to  me  by 
your  Inspector,  and  disinfection  of  the  room  occupied  by  an  infected 
person  carried  out. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  is  no  system  of  voluntary  notification  of  this  disease. 
One  bed  is  retained  by  voluntary  subscription  in  the  Winsley 
Sanatorium  for  consumption.  I  do  not  understand  that  any  special 
hospital  accommodation  is  set  aside  for  the  disease  in  the  Infirmary. 
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INCIDENCE  OF  DISEASE. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  1908  and  the  preceding 


year  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : 


Diphtheria 

1908. 

54 

1907. 

30 

1898-1907. 

16*8 

Erysipelas 

5 

7 

1P6 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

18 

16 

431 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

6 

8 

2*8 

Continued  Fever 

— 

1 

*2 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

11 

Diphtheria. 

The  continued  and 

increasing 

prevalence 

of  diphtheria 

disconcerting.  The  cases  have  occurred  throughout  the  year  as 
follows,  January,  6;  February,  4;  March,  12;  April,  0;  May,  6; 
June,  0  ;  July,  2  ;  August,  4  ;  September,  6  ;  October,  5  ;  Novem¬ 
ber,  1  ;  December,  8.  The  cases  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year 
affected  mainly  the  north  side  of  the  town,  those  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  mainly  the  south  side.  Seven  of  the  eight  cases  in 
December  were  from  one  School.  I  am  persuaded  that  the  .spread 
of  the  disease  is  almost  entirely  due  to  the  presence  of  infected 
children  in  school ;  a  slight  sore  throat  which  may  not  be  suffi¬ 
ciently  severe  to  detain  the  child  at  home  may  yet  be  diphtheritic 
and  convey  a  virulent  infection  On  one  occasion  on  visiting  a 
School  I  noticed  a  child  obviously  ill.  I  examined  her  throat  and 
found  a  large  diphtheritic  patch.  On  another  occasion  I  saw  a 
child  at  home  in  an  afternoon  who  was  very  ill  with  the  disease, 
and  who  had  been  at  school  all  morning.  When  such  obvious 
instances  as  these  escape  observation,  it  will  be  readily  understood 
how  inevitable  it  is  that  less  marked  cases  should  do  so,  and  how 
difficult  it  is  to  stamp  out  the  disease.  I  have  paid  frequent  visits 
to  the  schools  in  this  connection,  have  instructed  the  teachers  to 
observe  the  children,  and  to  communicate  with  me  in  any  case  where 
they  may  suspect  that  a  child  is  ailing  with  infectious  disease. 

As  reported  elsewhere  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools 
has  received  attention,  and  I  trust  this  may  lead  to  good  results. 

Of  the  54  cases  45  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and 
much  credit  is  due  for  the  careful  attention  they  have  received 
there.  Only  one  ''  return  case  ”  has  occurred.  The  deaths  during 
the  year  number  5. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  has  been  no  epidemic  outbreak  of  this  disease,  and  during 
the  latter  half  of  the  year  it  has  been  practically  absent.  The  cases 
occurred  as  follows — January,  4;  February,  2;  March,  5;  April, 
4  ;  September,  1  ;  October,  1  ;  December,  1.  Thirteen  patients 
were  removed  to  Hospital.  There  has  been  no  fatality  from  the 
disease. 


Enteric  Fever. 
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Two  cases  occurred  in  J  anuary  on  the  persons  of  a  mother  and 
child  living  in  Court  Street,  these  were  the  last  cases  of  the  outbreak 
reported  in  1907.  Two  cases  occurred  in  Shad’s  Tane  in  June  and 
July,  both  were  girls  employed  in  ragpicking  living  in  adjacent 
houses.  One  case  occurred  in  Union  Street  in  August,  and  was 
probably  contracted  out  of  the  town.  The  fifth  case,  in  Mortimer 
Street,  was  notified  in  October  and  could  not  be  satisfactorily 
explained.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  there  has  been  nothing  in  the 
nature  of  an  epidemic  of  this  disease.  Four  of  the  five  cases  were 
removed  to  Hospital.  The  first  two  unfortunately  terminated 
fatally. 

The  comparative  absence  of  Puerperal  Fever  is  a  very  satisfactory 
feature  of  the  returns.  There  has  been  slight  prevalence  of  Measles 
during  the  year,  and  also  during  the  latter  half  a  considerable 
prevalence  of  Whooping  Cough. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  is  33, 
giving  a  rate  per  1,000  births  of  118.7.  I  regret  that  these  figures 
are  considerably  higher  than  at  any  time  during  the  past  ten  years, 
the  average  for  this  period  being  23.7  and  95.6,  but  I  do  not  think 
that  the  figures  need  be  considered  as  of  sinister  significance. 
Diarrhoeal  diseases,  which  may  perhaps  be  considered  an  indication 
of  parental  care  or  want  of  care,  or  of  unfavourable  surroundings, 
are  responsible  for  only  three  deaths.  A  considerable  proportion 
of  the  mortality  may  be  viewed  as  accidental,  as  7  deaths  are 
registered  from  premature  birth.  Acute  respiratory  diseases,  which 
are  so  much  to  be  feared  at  the  extremes  of  age  and  infancy,  again 
exact  a  large  toll.  The  registered  causes  of  death  are  Measles  1, 
Whooping  Cough  2,  Diarrhoea  2,  Gastritis  1,  Premature  Birth  7, 
Marasmus  5,  Tubercular  Diseases  2,  Bronchitis  3,  Pneumonia  7, 
Suffocation  1,  other  causes  1.  Eleven  of  the  32  deaths  occurred 
under  the  age  of  one  month. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

The  Act  providing  for  the  Medical  Inspection  of  School 
Children  has  come  into  operation  during  the  year.  The  children 
examined  have  been  those  entering  and  those  leaving  school 
during  the  year  :  these  have  comprised  172  boys  and  177  girls. 

The  more  important  conditions  brought  to  light  have  been 
as  follows  : — 

Unsatisfactory  condition  of  clothing  :  boys  13,  girls  19. 

,,  ,,  skin:  boys  17,  girls  22. 

,,  ,,  head  :  boys  4,  girls  45. 
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Poor  Nutrition :  boys  8,  girls  7. 

Throat,  presence  of  enlarged  tonsils  or  adenoids ;  boys  7,  girls  6. 

Eyesight,  below  normal  standard:  boys  22,  girls  31. 

In  23  cases  out  of  this  total  the  condition  may  be  considered 
as  slight,  represented  by  6-9,  compared  with  the  normal  6-6 ; 
in  the  remainder  the  condition  was  more  serious,  represented 
by  6-12  or  over  ;  in  some  the  error  was  very  pronounced. 
It  is  noted  in  only  4  cases  that  the  condition  was  receiving 
attention. 

Ears,  presence  of  discharge  or  impaired  hearing  :  boys  3,  girls  7. 

Heart  disease  ;  only  2  cases  noted. 

Lung  disease  :  3  cases  of  slight  bronchitis,  1  of  advanced  phthisis. 

Infectious  conditions  :  ringworm,  3  cases  ;  scabies,  2  cases. 

Suffering  from  fits  :  3  cases. 

Mental  condition  :  no  case  of  marked  mental  defect  discovered. 

Rickets  :  one  marked  case,  8  with  minor  manifestations. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  survey  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory, 
and  the  analysis  is  probably  very  different  from  what  would  obtain 
amongst  a  similar  number  of  children  in  a  large  city.  There  are 
very  few  cases  of  marked  physical  defect.  Diseases  engendered 
by  defective  nutrition  and  poor  surroundings,  as  tubercle  and 
rickets,  are  but  little  manifested ;  there  has  been  found  only  one 
case  of  phthisis  and  none  of  tubercular  joint  affections.  The  one 
obvious  case  of  rickets  was  brought  up  in  London. 

The  main  points  impressed  on  my  mind  as  the  result  of  th^ 
work  of  inspection  are  : — 

(1)  The  considerable  proportion  of  children  with  unobserved 
defects  of  eyesight. 

(2)  The  question  of  neglected  or  poorly  nourished  children 
with  reference  to  parents  who  are  at  fault  in  such  neglect,  and 
with  reference  to  parents  who  probably  need  and  merit  assistance. 

I  may  illustrate  this  by  two  instances  occurring  in  one  school 
on  the  same  afternoon.  One  boy,  aged  13,  was  extremely  badly 
clothed  and  obviously  neglected  ;  both  parents  were  at  work,  the 
boy  also  was  at  work  before  school  hours,  during  the  dinner  hour, 
and  till  9  o’clock  in  the  evening.  Two  younger  children  were 
neatly  dressed  and  obviously  well  looked  after,  but  obviously 
under-nourished  ;  their  father  had  been  out  of  work  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  time  as  the  result  of  an  accident.  It  is  by  following 
up  such  cases  as  these  that,  in  my  opinion,  medical  inspection 
may  have  its  most  useful  result. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  igoi. 

There  are  127  workshops  and  workplaces  in  the  district. 
These  have  been  kept  under  constant  observation  by  your  Inspector 
and  a  large  number  have  been  visited  by  me.  The  general  con- 
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ditions  of  sanitation,  ventilation,  etc.,  are  satisfactory.  Nuisances 
dealt  with  comprise :  Want  of  limewashing  7,  defective  flushing 
to  w.c.’s  1,  choked  w.c.’s  1,  defective  w.c.’s  2,  defective  drain- 
traps  2,  nuisance  from  water  gas  plant  2,  no  w.c.  accommodation 
1,  accumulation  of  manure  2,  defective  floor  1. 

There  have  been  received  during  the  year  13  lists  of  out¬ 
workers,  these  numbering  194,  and  comprising :  Wearing  apparel 
6,  glove  making  171,  ragstripping  17. 

There  are  19  retail  bakehouses  in  the  district,  the  sanitary 
condition  of  which  is  on  the  whole  good.  There  are  no  under¬ 
ground  bakehouses. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1898  is  11,162  ; 
at  the  census  of  1901  the  figure  stood  at  11,526.  The  number 
of  births  during  the  year  was  278 — 149  of  males,  129  of  females. 
This  gives  a  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  24‘9.  The  corres¬ 
ponding  figures  for  last  year  were  263  and  23'4  ;  and  the  averages 
for  the  last  ten  years  are  246‘3  and  21. 

The  deaths  registered  as  occurring  in  the  district  during  the 
year  were  156,  a  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  of  13.9.  The 
corresponding  figures  for  last  year  were  149  and  13’ 2,  and  the  average 
for  the  past  ten  years  162‘9  and  13' 8,  so  that  this  figure  remains 
fairly  constant.  This  is  the  crude  death-rate,  but  there  must  be 
added  22  deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  the  Union  Workhouse 
and  3  in  the  County  Asylum,  while  there  must  be  deducted  5 
deaths  of  non-residents  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  1  in  the 
Cottage  Hospital ;  so  that  the  corrected  number  of  deaths  is  175 
and  the  corrected  death-rate  15’ 6. 

The  birth  and  death-rates  for  England  and  Wales  during  the 
year  were  26*5  and  14‘7. 

Seventy-eight  of  the  125  deaths  were  of  people  over  65  years 
of  age,  and  25  of  these  were  over  80.  Twenty-one  of  the  total 
deaths  are  returned  as  due  to  Senile  Decay,  a  larger  number  than 
from  any  other  specific  cause. 

These  figures  may  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  the  healthy 
conditions  of  life  in  the  district ;  apart  from  the  extremes  of  infancy 
and  age  the  mortality  is  low. 

An  appended  table  shews  the  various  causes  of  death  and  its 
age  incidence.  This  does  not  call  for  much  comment.  The 
deaths  from  phthisis  are  slightly  more  than  last  year,  but  as  I 
shewed  in  my  previous  report  the  average  has  much  declined  in 
recent  years.  Respiratory  diseases  are  seen  to  affect  fatally 
mainly  the  very  young  and  the  old. 
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RAINFALL. 


I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Tayler  for  observations  made  at 
lyovemead  House. 


1908. 

1907. 

J  anuary 

1*33 

•95  inches 

February 

115 

1-41 

March 

2-8 

•65 

April  •  . . 

2-21 

3  11 

May 

1-5 

2-81 

June 

•54 

212 

July 

2-35 

2-72 

August 

3-67 

2-84 

September 

2- 09 

•48 

October 

1-63 

5-36 

November 

116 

.  219 

December 

2-52 

4-59 

22-98 

29-23 

Appended  to  my  report 
the  Sanitary’s  Inspector’s  1 

is  a  vSummary 

of  the  work  done  in 

lepartment  by 

Mr.  Allen,  who  has 

always  rendered  me  willing 

co-operation,  and  of  whose  services 

I  cordially  express  my  appreciation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  PEARSE,  M.D 

Trowbridge, 

February,  1909. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 

Market  House  Chambers, 

Trowbridge. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
TROWBRIDGE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIE. 
Gentdemen, — 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  a  Summary  of  the  work 
done  in  m}^  Department  during  the  twelve  months  ended  31st 
December,  1908. 

Summary  of  Work  Done. 

INSPECTIONS 

Houses  :  No. 

(a)  House  to  House  Inspections  . .  . .  376] 

(b)  Houses  Inspected  due  to  Infectious  Disease  69  -782 

(c)  Other  Houses  Inspected  . .  . .  . .  337  J 

Slaughter  Houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  76 

Lodging-house  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Milkshops  . .  . .  . .  104 

Workshops  and  Factories  . .  . .  . .  . .  224 

Stables  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  57 

Pigstyes  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  21 

Poultry  Pens  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  7 

Fried  Fish  Shops. .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  16 

Petroleum  Stores  . .  . ,  . .  . .  . .  39 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  58 


Total  1401 

VISITS - 

Re  Abatement  of  Nuisances  . .  . .  . .  . .  437 

Other  Visits  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  59 


Total  496 


Zymotic  enquiries  into  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  68 

Rooms  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease. .  . .  56 

Patients  removed  to  Hospital  . .  . .  . .  63 

Bedding  Disinfected  (lots)  . .  . .  . .  . .  82 

Total  Number  of  Nuisances  and  Contraventions  of 
the  Public  Health  Acts,  Bye-laws,  Cowsheds,  and 
Dairies  Orders  and  Regulations,  etc.,  recorded  . .  441 

Number  of  Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  . .  5 

Number  of  Wells  closed  . .  . .  . .  . ,  2 

NUMBER  ON  THE  VARIOUS  REGISTERS 

1.  Slaughter  Houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

2.  Lodging-house  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 
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19^ 

4 

1 

3 

17 


3.  Workshops  : — 

Domestic  Workshops 
Retail  Bakehouses 
Other  Workshops  . . 

4.  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  and  Milkshops  : — 

Cowkeepers . . 

Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk 
Cowkeepers,  Dairymen,  and  Purveyors  of  Milk 
Dairymen  and  Purveyors  of  Milk 
Purveyors  of  Milk 

5.  Petroleum 

6.  Calcium  Carbide 

N  uisances  re  House  Inspection  : — 

Defective  drains  . . 

Choked  drains 
Defective  drain  traps  . . 

Defective  w.c.’s  . . 

Insufficient  flushing  to  to  w.c.’s 
Accumulation  of  offensive  matter 
Insufficient  ventilation  of  w.c.’s 
Defective  flushing  cistern  to  w.c.’s 
Insufficient  flushing  to  urinal  . . 

Insufficient  water  supply 
Overcrowding 
Dilapidations 
Insanitary  cesspools 
Defective  rain  gutters 
Want  of  limewashing 
Defective  ventilating  shafts 
Improper  waste  pipe  connections 
Defective  soil  pipes 
Insanitary  yards 
Defective  roofs  . . 

Houses  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation 


Besides  the  above  5  new  water  closets  have  been  provided. 

Nuisances  re  Workshops  Inspection  : — 

Want  of  limewashing  . . 

Defective  flushing  cisterns  to  w.c.’s 
Choked  w.c.’s 
Defective  w.c.’s  . . 

Defective  drain  traps  . . 

Nuisance  from  water  gas  plant 
No  w.c.  accommodation 
Accumulation  of  manure 
Defective  floor  . . 
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19  123 
92] 


44 


9 

4 

44 

18 

80 

119 

4 

17 

6 

4 

1 

2 

4 

4 

2 

4 

9 

6 

4 

1 

19 

2 

4 

353 


7 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 


Total  19 
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Miscellaneous  Nuisances  : — 

Accumulation  of  manure,  &c.  . .  . .  . .  16 

Accumulation  of  bones  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Insanitary  dung  pounds  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Defective  stable  floors  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Insufficient  drainage  to  pigstyes  . .  . .  . .  4 

Nuisance  from  fried  fish  shops  . .  . .  . .  1 

Foul  ditch  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance  . .  . .  3 

Defective  stable  drains  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Lodging-house,  want  of  limewashing  . .  . .  . .  1 


Total  35 


Contraventions  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  Orders  and 

Regulations. 


1.  Cowsheds  : —  no. 

Want  of  limewashing  . .  . .  11 

No  drainage  . .  . .  . .  1 

Insufficient  drainage  . .  . .  2 

Insufficient  supply  of  wholesome 
water  . .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Accumulation  of  manure  . .  . .  7 

Require  cleansing  . .  . .  . .  2 

Defective  floor  . .  . .  . .  5 


All  limewashed 
Partly  drained 
Repaired 

Nothing  done 
Manure  removed 
Cleansed 
Repaired 
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2.  Premises  of  Purveyors  of  Miek  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  and  limewashing  2  Cleansed  and  lime- 

washed 

Defective  trap  . .  . .  . .  2  Made  sound 


4 

Contraventions  of  Petroleum  License  Regulations. 

Stores  requiring  lettering  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

The  few  matters  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  are 
receiving  attention. 

A  large  amount  of  work  has  again  been  done  on  verbal 
notification  only,  and  where  possible  this  course  has  always  been 
adopted. 

In  all,  304  notices  have  been  given,  and  the  number  outstanding 
is  19. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  Hy.  ALLEN. 
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CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING 

YEAR  1908. 


TROWBRIDGE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“Residents”  whether  occurring  in  or 
beyond  the  District. 

1907 

All  ages. 

Under 

1  Year. 

1  and 

under  5. 

5  and 

under  15. 

15  and 

under  25. 

25  and 

under  65. 

65  and 

upward. 

All  Ages. 

Measles  ... 

2 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

2 

2 

... 

... 

•  *-  • 

«  •  • 

... 

Diphtheria 

5 

... 

... 

6 

... 

... 

... 

6 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

2 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

2 

Continued  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

•  • 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Epidemic  Influenza 

6 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

3 

2 

Diarrhoea 

2 

2 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

4 

Enteritis 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Puerperal  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Other  Septic  Diseases 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

4 

Phthisis 

10 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

5 

1 

7 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

2 

1 

1 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•6 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

13 

... 

... 

1 

6 

7 

13 

Bronchitis 

16 

3 

... 

... 

1 

12 

10 

Pneumonia 

9 

7 

... 

... 

1 

1 

6 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 

3 

1 

•  •  - 

... 

... 

2 

5 

Alcoholism  (Cirrhosis  of  Liver) 

2 

... 

♦  .  . 

... 

2 

... 

3 

Premature  Birth  ... 

7 

7 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition 

2 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

•  •  • 

Heart  Diseases 

23 

.-. 

1 

... 

8 

14 

29 

Accidents 

3 

1 

1 

1 

... 

... 

3 

All  other  causes 

62 

6 

... 

... 

... 

19 

38 

60 

All  causes 

1,6 

32 

7 

9 

4 

46 

78 

164 

